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Malleefowl (Leipoa ocellata) were once common and widespread throughout
southern Australia but in the last century their numbers have declined
significantly. They have completely disappeared from a number of areas and
the bird is now recognised as a threatened species in Western Australia.

What is their habitat?

Malleefowl are located in semi-arid to arid shrublands and low woodlands
dominated by mallee and/or acacia. Within WA, the species was once found
from the north of Carnarvan through to the south-west corner of the state and
was once widely distributed throughout the southern rangelands. Present
distribution estimates place the Malleefowl in a fragmented pattern through
the central and eastern wheatbelt, southern rangelands and the great southern
from Peron Peninsula to the coastal strip of the mallee south of the Nullarbor
Plains. Malleefowl prefer unburnt areas with a large amount of ground cover so
there is plenty of litter to provide the necessary material to make mounds.

Habitat Photos by R. Walmsley

How many are there?

It is difficult to know how many Malleefowl remain in WA,
although the decline in range and distribution is thought
to be about 50%. More than 90% of the original vegetation
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Fast Facts

Malleefowl are the size of an average
chicken

Malleefowl are known as Ngawoo to
the Noongar Aboriginal people

Malleefowl is one of three Australian
species of Megapode (mound builders
with large and powerful feet)

Malleefowl prefer to walk and only fly
when in danger

Malleefowl spend 9-11 months per year
building and maintaining their mound

Malleefowl lay approximately 15 eggs
in the mound

Malleefowl newly hatched chicks will
take between 2 - 15 hours to scramble to
the surface of the mound

Malleefowl chicks are fully mobile and
able to fly within a few hours of hatching

What can you do to help?

Key recovery strategies are:

e Protect and conserve known Malleefowl habitat, reduce
fragmented habitat by creating native vegetation corridors;

in the wheatt.)elt has been remo.ved and e Control feral pests especially foxes and cats;
remnant habitat is fragmented into . e Monitoring of populations and mounds;
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Malleefowl Distribution

Road signs to inform road users
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Recreating Malleefowl

fﬁ\m e |ncrease public awareness through media and signage;
e Join your local landcare and/or Malleefowl group.

Educating the community
native habitat Photo by R. Walmsley
Photo by P. Waterhouse

Conservation Status
Australian Government: VULNERABLE

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

Western Australia: RARE OR LIKELY TO BECOME EXTINCT
Wildlife Conservation Act 1950

The Malleefowl Mound

This species has been described as one of the world’s most hard
L working birds. This is because Malleefowl spends up to 300 days a
year digging and maintaining the nest mound with their large and
powerful feet. The eggs are laid in the mound, buried and incubated
partly by heat generated from decomposing leaves and twigs and
~ -~~~ partly with the heat from the sun.
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This sign was designed by the Moore Catchment Council in collaboration with the North Central Malleefowl Preservation Group,
and funded through the Western Australian Government's State Natural Resource Management Program.

The Moore Catchment Council (MCC) is a community driven not-for-profit organisation set up in 1995 to "maintain and improve the
health of the Moore River environment by communicating natural resource management and encouraging maximum sustainable use
of resources." MCC works at grass roots level to maintain and repair the Moore's natural environment, encourage sustainable farming
and land management practices, and build community capacity in conserving the Moore River catchment against current and
impending threats. MCC prides itself on being effective, efficient and innovative.
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For more information go to: www.moorecatchment.org.au or www.facebook.com/moorecatchmentcouncil

The main objective of the North Central Malleefowl Preservation Group (NCMPG) is to preserve the Malleefowl in its natural habitat
in Western Australia.

For more information go to www.facebook.com/NCMPG or contact Shire of Dalwallinu on 9661 0500
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