
Disappearing Act: Native Species Under Threat
Australia is home to between 600,000 and 700,000 known species, many of which are found nowhere else in the world. About 84% of the plants,
83% of mammals, and 45% of birds are only found in Australia. Changes to the landscape and native habitat as a result of human activity over
the past few hundred years have put many of these unique species at risk and made a number of them extinct.

Western Australia is extra special as south west Western Australia is recognised as one of the Earth’s 34 ‘biodiversity hotspots’ due to the rich
diversity of flora and fauna. WA has 141 mammal species (25 unique to state), 439 reptile species (187 unique to state), more than 1,600 fish
species and hundreds of thousands of invertebrate species. Flora species numbers are upward of 13,000 species with more being identified all
the time. 

Midwest biodiversity: Did you know that within a 20km radius of where you are standing, 979 plant, animal and fungi species have been recorded? Nine of these
have been recorded as being a ‘threatened species’ which means their future as a species is in danger. These include the Malleefowl, Western spiny-tailed skink, Shield-backed
trapdoor spider and six plant species. There are a further 35 ‘priority’ flora species, which means there are only a few known populations, which may or may not be under
threat, and all are in need of further survey.         

 

Malleefowl

Where am I found?
I love habitat where the soils are sandy or loamy, where
there is a dense understorey of shrubs or grasses, and
abundant leaf litter. I use the litter to build a large mound
for a nest to incubate approximately 15 eggs each year. 

What do I eat?
Mainly seeds, but also flowers, fruits and foliage,
invertebrates (mainly insects including ants, beetles and
cockroaches), fungi and tubers.

Threats to my survival
   Predation by foxes, wild dogs and feral cats.
   Large scale clearing for agriculture has reduced
   malleefowl habitat.
   Grazing by sheep in bushland removes food and the
   litter needed to build a mound for nesting.  Malleefowl eggs in mound 

Red Snakebush

Where am I found?
I am only found in a handful of places growing on the
sandplain between Coorow and Wubin. My form is a
low growing prostrate shrub up to 2m in diameter.
Look for my vibrant red or pink flowers in September
or October. 

Threats to my survival
   Inappropriate maintenance activities on road verges,
   railway reserves and firebreaks.
   Weed invasion and pest predation (such as rabbits).
   Inappropriate fire regimes.
   Clearing of native bushland.
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Western Spiny-tailed Skink

Where am I found?
I am usually found in York Gum woodlands and can
survive in a woodland patch as small as one hectare
surrounded by wheatfields. We need plenty of fallen
logs which we use for basking and shelter.
You may find me on private property in woodpiles,
under buildings or even in piles of scrap metal. 

What do I eat?
We are omnivores. Generally when we are young we
will eat more insects, and more plant material as adults.  

Threats to my survival
   Introduction of vertebrate predators, including feral cats.
   Destruction or degradation of habitat or potential habitat
   and decrease in connectivity of woodland remnants.
   Removal of timber from woodland habitats.
   Increased grazing, compaction or salinity within identified
   or potential habitat.
   Prescribed fire or arson in woodland remnants. 

Shield-backed Trapdoor Spider

Where am I found?
I am found in the Wheatbelt living in the Eucalypt
woodlands and Acacia shrublands. Leaf litter and twigs
are extremely important to me as they provide material
for my burrows and habitat for my prey. 

What do I eat?
We are opportunistic feeders and feed primarily on
ants, beetles, cockroaches, millipedes and moths. We
use twigs and leaves attached to the rim of our burrows
for the detection of prey nearby.

Threats to my survival
   Fragmentation and clearing of habitat.
   Disturbance of leaf litter, soil and vegetation by 
   grazing animals.
   Destruction of habitat through secondary salinity.
   Inappropriate fire management regime - intense fires
   destroy leaf litter and burrow doors. Burrow complete with trap door 

Australian laws for Threatened Species 
The Commonwealth of Australia has legislation for categorising and protecting
endangered species, namely the Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999, which classifies species as:         

Western Australia also has the Wildlif e Conservation Act 1950 which provides the statute relating to
conservation and legal protection of flora and fauna. Threatened species are specially protected under
the Wildlif e Conservation Act 1950, listed under Schedules 1, 2 and 3 of the Wildlif e Conservation Notice.
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Snakebush is a good groundcover species
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This sign was designed by the Moore Catchment Council and Yarra Yarra Catchment Management Group, and funded
through the Gunduwa Regional Conservation Association. We acknowledge the Yamatji Badimaya people as the Traditional
Custodians of the land and representatives were consulted when designing this sign.

The Moore Catchment Council (MCC) is a community driven not-for-profit  organisation set up in 1995 to "maintain and
improve the health of the Moore River environment by communicating natural resource management and encouraging
maximum sustainable use of resources." MCC works at grass roots level to maintain and repair the Moore's natural
environment, encourage sustainable farming and land management practices, and build community capacity in conserving
the Moore River catchment against current and impending threats. MCC prides itself on being effective, efficient and innovative.
For more information go to  www.moorecatchment.org.au or www.facebook.com/moorecatchmentcouncil

The Yarra Yarra Catchment Management Group (YYCMG) is a community-based, working group concerned with natural
resources in the region. The main purpose of our organisation is to have a strategy in place that will stimulate actions to
enhance social, economic and environmental well-being in the region. YYCMG is a community group taking a grass roots
approach to improving the natural environment, working towards sustainable agricultural systems and strong communities,
and doing this through working with the people of this community. YYCMG is interested in a number of issues relating to
natural resource management, including revegetation, protecting remnant vegetation, improving saltland pastures,
sustainable farming practices and all aspects of biodiversity. For more information go to www.yarrayarracatchment.org.au
or www.facebook.com/YarraYarraCatchmentGroup

What can you do to help? 
 1. Protect and conserve native habitat
     Fence off remnant vegetation to protect it from farm stock animals.
    Find out what native species are in your bush patch; register rare species.
     Admire but don’t pick wildflowers (it is illegal to pick wildflowers on public land).
     Put a bell on collars of pet cats, and keep pets in at night to reduce loss of native birds and animals.
     Install a covenant on your native bush to ensure it is protected forever.     
2. Put the bush back
     Revegetate bare and degraded land and creek lines with native species.
     Create native gardens to provide habitat for native wildlife.       
3. Help on a community  level
     Join your local Landcare group such as Moore Catchment Council and Yarra Yarra Catchment
     Management Group.
      Volunteer to take part in community planting days or citizen science activities such as Great Cocky Count,
      Malleefowl monitoring or bioblitz. 

Medicinal value (could the species contain the next wonder drug?)
Agricultural value (could the species hold the genes for improved crops?)
Ecological value (could the loss of the species change whole ecosystems?)
Bequest value (could future generations miss out from the loss of the species?)

 Four reasons for saving endangered species:

Badimaya names are shown below in blue
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