
 
Cyclone Seroja April 2021 

How much environmental damage was caused? 

Cyclone zone 

of impact 

 

Tropical cyclone Seroja ripped across a 1,000km (621-mile) stretch of Western Australia, leaving 

a trail of damage. The category three storm made landfall near the town of Kalbarri on Sunday 

11th April 2021 with gusts of up to 170km/h (105mph). It is the worst cyclone event affecting 

Midwest WA since Cyclone Elaine in 1999. Cyclone Seroja travelled south east and was later 

downgraded to a tropical low, though strong winds continue to move south-east. The                             

devastation to infrastructure and communities was massive and recovery efforts have been 

rolled out…. but what about the environmental damage?  

How many trees and shrubs were flattened? How many animals were killed? How many nesting 

hollows have gone? What is the knock-on effects for protection against the next big storm 

event? There has been no in-depth assessments carried out but guesstimates put the damage to 

native vegetation above 5 million trees and shrubs. Landowners need help replacing those trees 

and shrubs lost plus plant extra to strengthen the protection against future storm events.  

Large Salmon Gum snapped off like a twig on    

Coorow-Latham road 

Coorow-Latham road Jam trees toppled at Waddi Forest 

Red Morrel toppled 
Only roadside trees south of Latham - gone! Jam Trees knocked over at Canna Roots upturned everywhere 


