
Can you colour in the Big Carnabys sculpture? 

Did you know this sculpture of 2 Carnaby’s Black Cockatoos in Moora will be 
nearly 11m high when built? Can you imagine standing next to the sculpture 

looking up at these giant birds !   

  What else in Moora is that high? (Clue: it helps tell the time)  

If you could name the birds, what names would you give them?                                       
One is a male & one is a female.  
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Carnaby's Black Cockatoos (Calyptorhynchus latirostris) 

are found only in Western Australia and are an 
iconic species of the State. Unfortunately this 
bird species is threatened with extinction with 
estimates of between 11,000 and 60,000 left in 
the wild. In Aboriginal Noongar culture, the 
*ngoolark* is a sacred Totem bird and they refer 
to Carnaby’s as a ‘harbinger of rain’ (meaning rain is on its way !)   

What do they look like? 

Carnaby's Black Cockatoos are large, raucous (noisy) black cockatoos with white 
patches on their cheeks and white bands on their tails. They have strong short bills 
designed to cope with the hard nuts and seeds that form their diet.  

Males have red eye rings and black bills 
whereas females have grey eye rings and 
a lighter grey or bone-coloured bills. 

 

Where do they live? 

Carnaby's Black Cockatoos are only found in south west Western Australia.  

The Shire of Moora is an important location for Carnaby's 
due to the presence of old Salmon Gums and Wandoo which 
are used as breeding trees. Trees of 150 years old plus 
have hollows used by the Carnabys to breed and raise their 
chicks. There is also good forage (food) habitat around the 
shire which contains species 
such as Grevilleas, Banksias 
and Hakeas which the birds 
love.  
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Carnaby hen in natural                 

hollow in Salmon Gum, 

Moora 

 

 

Carnaby eating a Hake flower 


