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Weeds  

 

In May 1965 a reference book for farmers called òWeeds of Western Australiaó was published. It       

provided the first coverage of  important agricultural weeds found in the state at that time and warned 

of  the dangers of  weeds not already established, such as skeleton weed and mint weed. Twenty -three 

plants had been declared primary noxious weeds.  

 

It noted under the heading ôOrigin Of Weedsõ that òsome native plants, particularly  the mallee types 

of Eucalyptus, sucker freely and add to the difficulties of  clearing, but, like the poison plants (mainly 

species of Gastrolobium and Oxylobium ) they are not usually designated as weeds.ó  

 

The direct cost of  environmental weeds to agricultural industries is estimated at $3.3 billion per         

annum nationwide.  

 

The value of  a weed - free natural environment remains unpriced in the market system and therefore 

fewer resources are allocated to the control of  environmental weeds as compared to agricultural 

weeds (Mason et al 2005).  

 

ôEnvironmental weeds are invasive plant species, not endemic to an area, that establish themselves in 

natural environments and proceed to adversely modify natural processes. Biological invasions are 

one of  the most important drivers of  biodiversity change (Vitousek et.al. 1997).  

 

Environmental weeds have the potential to reduce the abundance of  native species (plant and           

animal), contribute to species extinction and alter ecosystem level processes and genetic and         

evolutionary change (Vitousek et.al. 1997). They can also harbour pests and diseases and increase 

fire hazard.A recent Grains Research & Development Corporation (GRDC) survey revealed that;  

òEmerging summer weeds are spreading far and wide within the Western Australian wheatbeltó -a 

GRDC survey.   
 

The survey was carried out along all main roads in the WA wheatbelt during February to April 2015.  

Some weeds of  the roadsides in the northern and central wheatbelt  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The roadsides of  the                 

WA Wheatbelt have become 

conduits for the spread of           

invasive weeds which further 

threaten WILDFLOWER       

COUNTRY AND AGRICULTURE.  

Species  Common Name  

Avena barbata  bearded oat  

Avena fatua  wild oat  

Echium plantagineum  Patersonõs Curse 

Pennisetum setaceum  fountain grass  

Emex australis  doublegee  

Carthamus raphanistrum  saffron thistle  

Mesembryanthemum crystallinum  common iceplant  

Mesembryanthemum nodiflorum  slender iceplant  

Citrullus lanatus  afghan melon  

Cynodon dactylon  couch  

Eragrostris curvula  african lovegrass  

Conyza  sp  fleabane  

Sonchus sp  sowthistle  

Rhaphanus raphanistrum  wild radish  

Salsola kali  roly poly  

Arctotheca calendula  capeweed  

Dittrichia graveolens  stinkwort  

Solanum nigrum  nightshade  

Tribulus terrestris  caltrop  

Gazania linearisa  gazania  

Juncus acutus  sharp rush  

Gorteria personata  gorteria  

Limonium lobatum  statice, sea lavender  

Limonium sinuatum  perennial statice  

Hyparrhenia hirta  tambookie grass  

Hordeum leporinum  barley grass  

Bromus diandrus  great brome  

Lolium  ryegrasses  

Panicum  panic grass  

Lupinus cosentinii  Western Australian Blue Lupin  

Chloris gayana  Rhodes Grass  

Pentzia  matricaria  

Oxalis pes -caprae  soursob  

Brassica tournefortii  wild turnip  

 

Pattersonõs Curse (Photo: Farm Weekly)  

African Lovegrass  

 

 


