AWHEATBELT CATCHMENT

Buntine Marchagee

Nature Reserves of the Buntine-Marchagee Road

Forty years ago BG Muir surveyed Reserve 21175 and Reserve 28669 on Road 8940-now the Buntine-
Marchagee Road.

At the time neither Reserve had “A” Class Classification or was vested in the Western Australian
Wildlife Authority.

Reserve 21175 was originally set aside as a Water Reserve (1934) with an area of 263 ha. Changed to
Conservation of Flora (1959) and decreased to 125.4525 by removal of bush to immediate east. Area
now recorded as 121 ha. While isolated, Muir identified its importance as resting and feeding site for
transient species and that it be vested in the WA Wildlife Authority. Its ‘human usage’ has gravel pits
and a rubbish dump.

Reference Some Nature Reserves Of The Western Australian Wheatbelt BG Muir 1978

Reserve 21175 Casuarina Shrublands Reserve 21175 Gravel plt rehabilitation
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Reserve 28669 with an area of 157 ha was originally set aside in
1967 for “Protection of flora”. Muir considered that while of low
diversity, the reserve supported several plants and animals of
interest and a valuable feeding and resting site for transient bird
species. He noted that the site was also of value in soil
conservation as most of the region is fairly flat and salt an
increasing problem. The site was worthy of vesting with the WA
Wildlife Authority. ‘Human usage’ at that time was some sheep
carcasses and rubbish dumped. Today the Reserve is noted as
being ‘at serious short term risk of rising saline ground water’

Roadside vegetation adjoining Reserve
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