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The landscape today -aerial image

Land <c¢clearing for agriculture began I n the early 19
cleared I n the 19200s and 195060s. Clearing continued
reported clearing being I n the 19900s.

The catchment boundary follows the watershed of the Buntine -Marchagee wetland system. It was

selected as a Natural Diversity Recovery Catchment because of its diversity of wetland plants and
animals, its examples of remnant vegetation found In the Northern Agricultural Region, its mix of
salt -lake Invertebrates and an opportunity for research on naturally saline system under threat of
salinity.

More than 93% of the 180,000ha

catchment iIs privately owned.

Approximately 13% (24,000 ha) Is

native remnant vegetation and less

than 2% of the catchment is contained

INn reserves managed for conservation.

The length of roads In the catchment
area including main roads, sealed and
other roads, unsealed roads and
tracks Is approximately 1197.4 km.

Reference Department of
Conservation & Land Management
Buntine Marchagee Catchment Land-
holder Survey 2003

The Last standséroadsi des, reser

The Marchagee -Bunti ne Roadéback I n the day
by Alison Doley AM

|l n the 195006s the WA Naturali sts Club held an annual
August School Holidays.

Alison and Wendy Rudduck were members of the Junior Naturalists Club led by a young Harry Butler
and Lucy Serventy.

In the years 1953 -1955 Lucy arranged for parents Arnold and Clarice Rudduck, Alison and Wendy to
collect wildflowers for the Show.

On a Sunday afternoon in August we would set off in the Nash car, drive south on Mamboobie Road for
9.5 km, west for 15 km on the Marchagee -Buntine Road for a similar distance to the Coorow Railway
Station collecting wildflowers as we went.

There we would leave our large cardboard boxes full of wildflowers layered in wet newspaper, tied
with string, on the platform.

They would arrive in Perth by train next morning.

Species List

Eucalyptus pyriformis Pear -fruited Mallee, Hakea francisiana, Petrophile shuttleworthiana, Grevillea
eriostachya, Grevillea paniculata (Kerosene Bush), Grevillea paradoxa (Bottlebrush Grevillea), Hakea
platysperma (Cricket Ball Hakea), Hakea scoparia, Xylomelum angustifolium (Sandplain Woody Pear),
Dampiera Species, Melaleuca species, Calytrix species, Acacia species and many more.

Not a single specimen of the species collected then can be found on that
section of the Buntine -Marchagee Road today.



