
 
Eucalyptus rhodantha 

Rose Mallee 
 

Rose Mallee is a stunning eucalypt which is 

now rare in its natural distribution. Its                  

scarlet red flowers and silvery-blue foliage 

are highly sought after by gardeners  

 

Description: Rose Mallee, is a straggly mallee or 

shrub growing to 3m. The smooth bark on the stems is 

grey to greyish-brown and pinkish-grey and has 

a crown composed entirely of circular to heart-shaped 

juvenile leaves. The flower buds are arranged singly 

in leaf axils on a long and thick down-turned peduncle. 

The large flowers can be up to 7.5 cm (3.0 in) in diameter 

and pink to bright red, and occasionally yellow/cream. 

Flowering occurs from February to July  

Distribution: Eucalyptus rhodantha has a limited range in western parts of Western Australia and is found in the 

northern wheatbelt where a few remnant stands remain near Three Springs and Watheroo.  

It was given a vulnerable listing in 2000 by the Parliament of Australia's Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).   

The Western Australian Government lists the species as Threatened under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016.  

Environmental, social & economic benefits:  

 Useful native habitat tree especially for small birds. The flowers of Eucalyptus rhodantha are pollinated by a host of 

birds including the white-fronted honeyeater (Phildonyris albifrons), singing honeyeater (Lichenostomus                          

virescens), brown honeyeater (Lichmera indistincta), red wattlebird (Anthochaera carunculata), yellow-throated 

miner (Manorina flavigula) and Australian ringneck (Barnardius zonarius).   

 Rose mallee is grown as an ornamental shrub. It is found more often in urban gardens and cultivation than in the 

wild. It will grow well in full sun and well-drained sandy soils and juvenile plants need protection from frost.  

 The spreading evergreen is suitable for drought-resistant, low-maintenance gardens as a feature plant, windbreak 

or screening plant. It can also be used for erosion control. 

 A photographers favourite especially during the initial flower cap opening phase. The contrasting red and silver 

makes for rewarding photos. 

Thanks to https://apps.lucidcentral.org/euclid/text/entities/eucalyptus_rhodantha.htm  
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