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Bags of wheat, c1900. (Battye Library 000878d)
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Denial





Key findings from WA Office of the Auditor General 

report 2018:

• Dryland salinity is a significant cost to agriculture 

and infrastructure, and a major risk to water 

resources and biodiversity

• The scale and cost of intervention could be very 

large, and government needs to decide what is 

feasible and economically viable

• The State does not have all the information it needs 

to effectively manage salinity

• There has been little coordination of efforts 

between agencies, landholders and stakeholders

• Agencies have protected individual assets but 

overall are not meeting legislated responsibilities







By 1929 the Agricultural Bank was writing down the value of 

properties on account of salinity, and was anticipating “more 

trouble… as clearing operations extend.”







“it behooves us to be very careful indeed as surveys in 1955 and 1962 

show that the used farming land which had become salt affected amounted 

to 186,000 acres and 305,000 acres respectively. The situation after 12 

years will be appreciably worse. Yes, I am most concerned over the 

precedent, which will be established [if we agree to replace saline 

with arable land].” 
WA Under Secretary for Lands, 1974







A New Direction for Salinity management in Western 

Australia: A Consultative review (2019):

• agencies did not know the changes in extent and 

impacts of secondary dryland salinity since 2000 

• while the impacts of salinity had been reduced in 

particular areas, at the broader level, reduction of 

impacts has been very limited.









“narratives remain our chief moral compass in the world. 

Because we use them to motivate and explain our actions, the 

stories we tell change the way we act in the world.”

William Cronon



Many thanks to these people and organisations for 

sharing their images!

• Conservation Biology

• State Records Office of WA

• Royal Society of Western Australia

• Murdoch University

• Geoff Bee, Jacup/Albany

• Keith Bradby, Albany

• Department of Agriculture/DPIRD WA

• Carnamah Historical Society and Museum



Thanks to Keith Bradby, my partner in research on salinity and landcare, and thank you 

for listening. Further feedback welcome: andrea.gaynor@uwa.edu.au
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