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The 2020 Carrah Farms Bioblitz is being organised by Moore Catchment Council,                                               
and hosted by Sarah & Geoff Mason, the owners of Carrah Farms.  

A BioBlitz is a 24-hour event involving rapid collection of data about the biological diversity of a                    
particular site; enabling scientists and other experts to identify as many plant and animal species                         
as can be found in this limited time frame. It doesn’t provide a complete inventory of species, but                   
rather a ‘snapshot’ of the species that occur in the area.  

A BioBlitz is a collaborative process, which brings together scientists, skilled amateurs, willing workers 
and interested ‘others’, with members of the local community, all working together to expand 
knowledge about the biodiversity of a particular location - you don’t have to be a native flora and fauna 
whizz to join in ! 

There will be lots to learn at the BioBlitz. It is an opportunity to see nature in its natural setting, meet 
like minded people, and exchange knowledge of WA’s amazing environment. There will be some         
resources to use and browse but please bring your own flora/fauna books, binoculars etc to help out.  

Participants will be organised into small survey teams to go out and collect data over the 24-hour Bio-
Blitz event. There will be 4 x 2hr sessions, to give you an opportunity to explore different subjects ie 
flora, birds, insects. The surveyed data will then be bought into a central 'BioBlitz HQ' where it will be 
further analysed before being incorporated into a final BioBlitz Report for the landholders and other 
interested parties. All participants’ time, photography (if provided) and effort will be                               
acknowledged in the Report. 

 

Introduction 

 

 Location 

Carrah Farms is located at:            

  1173 Calingiri West Rd,                                       

Old Plains WA 6569  

 

Turn off 

here 

http://www.carrah.com.au/  

Courtesy of Google Maps 

http://www.carrah.com.au/
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Carrah Farms is a working arable farm with 

350ha of remnant Wandoo-Marri woodland 

and creek lines. Sarah’s mum, Caroline 

Goodden, bought the farm in 2001 and now 

Sarah and Geoff Mason manage it. They 

have carried out many projects to protect 

and enhance the native bushland and               

riparian areas. The vegetation adjoins the 

Rica Erickson reserve to the south.    

The farm is frequented by an array of                 

wildlife including many bird species  (inc. 

Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo), echidnas, frogs, 

insects, bats etc  

September is the perfect time to view               

Wandoo woodland wildflowers. There is 

much to explore at Carrah ! 

Bioblitz location 

BIOBLITZ HQ: This is the main BioBlitz hub. Please meet and return to here after surveys.   

CAMPSITE: Note camping areas around Bioblitz HQ. Tents, vans, swags welcome. (No camping in bush.)  

AMENITIES: Potable rainwater, Toilets, Washing up area, Tea and coffee station. 1st Aid post. Mobile 

phone reception ranges from average to poor. 

 
50m 

Bioblitz HQ 

Calingiri west road 

 
250m 
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 Saturday 5th September 2020 

10.30 am Registration opens at BioBlitz HQ 

12 noon BioBlitz Welcome and Briefing, Lunch (BYO) 

12:30 pm BioBlitz surveys begin. 1st session 

2:45pm Return to Bioblitz HQ 

3pm 2nd survey session 

5.00 pm Teams return to BioBlitz HQ 

6.30 pm Casserole dinner (provided) 

8:00 pm Evening Activities (inc night stalk, bonfire) 
 

 Ps Welcome to arrive Friday afternoon to camp the night 

 Also, if preferring not to camp, day trippers also welcome 
 

WHAT TO BRING 

BioBlitz participants are responsible for bringing all of their own equipment (due to COVID-19                  
restrictions anything shared must be sanitised). Make sure it contains: 

- Enough fuel for the trip if you are driving (Nearest fuel Bindoon or New Norcia); 

- Tent/caravan/camper trailer and appropriate camping equipment for wet and 
cold conditions (temperatures can be near freezing at night); 

- 10 litres of water per person. Some potable rainwater will be available at the 
Bioblitz Headquarters; 

- An Esky and your own food for the following meals: Saturday: lunch & afternoon 
tea, Sunday: morning tea and any snacks. There are no fridges at the Bioblitz      
Headquarters. 
 

- Cutlery, mug, plate and bowl, and a thermos flask; 

- Camping cooking equipment; 

- Camp chair; 

- Field clothing (long sleeved shirt, trousers, hat); 

- Comfortable worn in walking boots or shoes; 

- Sunglasses and Sunscreen lotion; 

- Raincoat; 

- Any personal medical requirements you need; 

- First aid kit; 

- Whistle (for field safety); 

- Reliant mosquito repellent; 

- Water bottle; 

- GPS or Compass; 

- Binoculars; 

- Torch and spare batteries, head torch; 

- Small day pack to carry your gear when walking; 

- Flora and fauna ID books (well labelled); 

- Plastic rubbish bags; 

- Field journal/notebook; 

- Clipboard; 

- Pens, pencils; 

- Mobile phone & charger/battery pack; 

- Hand sanitizer; 

- Toilet paper and trowel; 

- Camera, card and batteries. 

Program & kit list 

Sunday 6th September 2020 

6.00 am Dawn bird walk 

7.00 am Breakfast, bacon & egg rolls (provided) 

8:00 am Surveys resume. 3rd session 

10am Return to Bioblitz HQ 

10:15am 3rd survey session 

12:00 pm Surveys end 

12.15 pm Lunch (provided), BioBlitz wrap-up 

1pm Head for home 



            Carrah Farms Bioblitz 5th & 6th September 2020 

 

 

 5 

The Bioblitz  

We have 24hrs (over 2 days) to conduct targeted, rapid, and detailed field                     
inventories throughout the bushland and riparian areas at Carrah Farms. 

We are counting on all participants to help collect field data for the BioBlitz Report, 
including species lists, site descriptions, photos and natural resource data. We will 
provide field data forms and protocols, but we will also be relying on your expertise 

to help us in this regard. 

There will be quite a lot of walking around and through patches of bush , although not over large     
distances, the longest walk being about two or three kilometres. Most of the field activities will be in 
small groups and will involve periods of observing, listening,  and recording. 

GOALS AND PURPOSE OF THE BIOBLITZ: 

- To gain an insight into the biodiversity values of Carrah Farms and its natural environment; 

- To help the community become more aware of the biodiversity values of the area, and why and how 
they can enhance and protect local environmental assets close to them; and 

- To provide an exciting outdoor event, filled with fun and learning for families and friends with an 
interest in biodiversity education and their environment. 
 

COLLECTING LICENSES 

The focus of the BioBlitz is on identification, NOT collection. Participants are asked to 
not collect specimens and just identify in situ - we are not licenced to do collect       
samples. The Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA), who 
manage all flora and fauna collecting activities in Western Australia, have licensed  
personnel to collect specimens. You are not permitted to collect specimens for your 
own use without first having obtained the appropriate licence from DBCA.  
 

SAFETY & DUTY OF CARE 

Although this is largely a 'transport and provide for yourself' activity, you will be led by capable and 
experienced leaders. Your safety is of concern to everyone else, and it is expected that everyone will 
act in a safe and responsible manner and look out for your fellow participants. Take special care of the 
bush - remember we're there to enjoy the natural environment. It is there for everyone’s benefit and 
ultimate enjoyment. Wherever possible "take only photographs, leave only footprints." 

As a basic rule, DON’T GO ANYWHERE WITHOUT TELLING SOMEONE! 

 While travelling, maintain contact with your travelling group and look out for each other; 

 In the bushland, adopt a partner or buddy, or stay in your team, and make sure they know 
where you are at all times; 

 Stay together as a group and make sure you are not out of sight, 

Ideally you will have used the ablutions prior to setting out into the bush… However, if the situation 
arises… for your safety and to prevent false alarms you should tell your buddy or someone in the 
group where you're going. 
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Additional information 
 

MEDICAL PROBLEMS 

Please be Covid-19 smart ! 

Do not attend this event if you feel ill, or have been sick 

prior to this event 

If you have any condition that you think the organisers should 

know about, please indicate it on your registration sheet and   

personally advise the First Aid coordinator (Sarah Mason) at               

BioBlitz HQ. Sunburn, insect bites and blisters from walking are 

the most likely medical problems that may arise and you should 

guard against them. Loose-fitting close-weave long sleeved shirts, 

a broadbrimmed hat, sunglasses and sunscreen lotion (including 

lip balm) are recommended and good comfortable shoes/boots 

for walking. You will need to take plenty of fluids - so don’t forget 

a water bottle.  

A first aid kit will be available and Sarah Mason is a 

certified St John’s First Aider. Please advise a team 

leader of any medical problems that arise. 

 

FIELD LOGISTICS & COMMUNICATIONS 

Although there will be a small library of field identification books, etc. at the BioBlitz Headquarters, it 

would be greatly appreciated if you could bring along some of your own identification             

resources (bird books etc). Those group leaders whose expertise requires specific                     

equipment (nets, traps, gloves, microscopes etc) are asked to please bring these with you. 

Please be aware that Mobile Phone coverage can be unreliable over the area. Reception 

ranges from average to poor.  

TOILET ARRANGEMENTS 

There are toilets at BioBlitz Headquarters. If you 'need to go' in the bush, it is essential that it is done 

appropriately - at least 100 metres away from the activity areas - and that waste must 

be buried as deeply as possible. Make sure you bring a shovel or trowel and toilet  

paper. Ensure you have some means of washing your hands if you need to in the bush. 

The issue of waste management is important and we will need to ensure that hygiene 

and environmental issues are well managed. 

BioBlitz participants must                  
follow current guidelines on 

Covid-19 . Please adhere to the 
1.5m distancing rules, wash your 
hands regularly and sanitise any 

shared equipment 

Homemade - Hand sanitiser 

 300ml Water 

 30ml Vinegar 

 30ml Lemon juice 

 20ml dishwashing liquid 

 20ml Dettol 

Place in a spray bottle 
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Additional information 

COOKING AND CAMP ETIQUETTE 

Please note there are no cooking facilities at the Bioblitz HQ , so please bring your own cooking                      

equipment if needed. Be prepared to take all rubbish back home with you so please minimise any food 

that has the potential to smell or have adequate sealable bags for disposal. We need to leave the area 

looking as though we weren’t there and respect the logs and branches which are habitat for the                   

multitude of species in the area. No unauthorised camp fires.  

CATERING 

Tea, coffee, sugar, milk and hot water will be available at the Bioblitz HQ throughout the whole event. 

We will also provide the following meals: 

- Saturday night: Casserole (meat and vegetarian/gluten free option);  

- Sunday: Bacon & egg burgers for breakfast, filled rolls for lunch 

Please provide all your other meals, snacks, morning/afternoon tea, 

drinks and anything else you require. 

You are welcome to BYO alcohol and other drinks. 

Please be aware the nearest shop is either Calingiri or New Norcia (both limited opening hours) so bring 

what you need with you. 

TRANSPORT 

Participants will walk to survey sites from Bioblitz HQ. If too far, then car pooling will happen. Please let 

your team leader know if you’re struggling to finish a walk and need a lift. This can be arranged.  

INSURANCE 

As a BioBlitz participant you will be considered a Moore Catchment Council Volunteer and will be                   

covered by Moore Catchment Council’s public liability and personal accident insurance policy. This is for 

the period during which participants are actually involved in the BioBlitz but does not cover travel to and 

from the site.  

YOU MUST FILL IN a Volunteer Registration Form as soon as you 

arrive at BioBlitz HQ. If you are not registered, you are NOT        

covered by Moore Catchment Council’s public liability and                

personal accident insurance!  

We also need full traceability of participants because of Covid-19, in case any issue 

arise during or after the event.  
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Creek site? 

 

Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th September 2020 

Carrah Farms,Western Australia 

This Moore Catchment Council project has been funded by the 
Western Australian Government's State Natural Resource                   

Management Program  

Many thanks to Sarah & Geoff Mason for hosting at Carrah farms 

For further information regarding this event or any questions, please contact                            
Rachel Walmsley at Moore Catchment Council on 0409 296 264 or mcc.nrmo@bigpond.com 

More information about Carrah Farms, please visit http://www.carrah.com.au/  

More information about Moore Catchment Council please contact on 

9653 1355 or moorecc@bigpond.com  

www.moorecatchment.org.au   
 

Guide based on Bunjil Rocks Bioblitz 2017 guide  

mailto:mcc.nrmo@bigpond.com
http://www.carrah.com.au/
mailto:moorecc@bigpond.com
http://www.moorecatchment.org.au

