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Conservation of Candy’s Bush Reserve through Traditional & ecological knowledge sharing 

Project ID: 13002 

Timeframe: January 2014-June 2015 (actual: Jan 2015 – 
December 2015) 

Budget: Grant:$32,450 In-kind: $12,150 (actual: $21,890) 

 

Asset: Candy’s Bush Reserve, Moora WA 

Partners: Shire of Moora, Yued community, Friends of the 
Moora Woodlands, Kerkhof Carnaby’s group, Department 
of Parks & Wildlife 

 

Background 

The 8ha Candy’s Bush Reserve is located on the outskirts of the Moora and is comprised of Wandoo and Salmon Gum 
Woodland. It is important that Candy’s Bush Reserve be preserved and managed for its nature conservation, cultural and 
heritage values for the benefit of present and future generations.  

Ecological value: Of the nearly 1.4 million hectares of the Moore Catchment around 76 per cent has been cleared. The 
vegetation at Candy’s Reserve is in very good condition; plants are healthy, all vegetation layers are present and there are few 
weeds. Past surveys reveal Candy’s as being the best location for the Moora Spider Orchid, Brown-veined Shell Orchid and 
Green-veined Shell Orchid. The bushland provides habitat for native fauna including the endangered Carnaby’s Cockatoo. The 
remnant is located within the Birdlife Australia's designated Carnaby's Black Cockatoo Important Bird Area and provides 
important breeding habitat.  

Historical value: The Yued(t) significance of the reserve is significant. Historically, the site was used as a tracker camp. The site 
contains many plant species regarded as bush medicine plants which possess healing qualities as well as bush tucker.  

Social value: Candy’s Bush reserve is a natural asset that can be used for recreation (walking) purposes by locals and visitors. It 
can be used as a training asset for ecological and Aboriginal teachings. 

Project Achievements  

• Candy’s Bush Reserve has become better known amongst the local and further afield community. The project has been 
well publicised through media articles and sharing of photos/info on social media. The reserve is known for wildflowers 
and MCC have had many enquiries on what’s flowering and when. The signage is bright/colourful and provides a 
welcome to attract people in from the main road.  

• Designing and installing 11 interpretative signs which detail the ecology of the site and the natural resource 
management importance of the reserve and native vegetation in general, plus highlight the Aboriginal importance of 
the site both ecologically, historically and spiritually. Also, 20 directional signs for the walk trail, and 4 ‘Welcome to 
Candy’s Bush Reserve’ signs and 4 ‘Rehab in progress, no vehicles allowed’ signs for the perimeter fence and gates. 
Signs were designed in collaboration with the local stakeholders including the Shire of Moora, Yued community and 
Friends of the Moora Woodlands. 

• A 1km walk trail around reserve formalised and weed/ant spraying carried out.  

• Land For Wildlife assessment and accreditation which includes a detailed flora and fauna survey carried out and 
recorded June2014 (including sighting of a potential Declared Rare Flora). 

• A Rubbish collection day was held 10/12/14, 3 members of the Friends of the Moora Woodland and MCC removed a 
ute load of rubbish including a microwave, pram, cans, a fan and car batteries. 

• A walk trail companion booklet detailing the ecology and Aboriginal significance of plant species within the reserve and 
their traditional uses including bush tucker or medicine was produced. 300 were printed and were distributed at the 
events and to the Community Resource Centre/Shire Office. Digital copy online plus given to CRC for future printing. 

• Hosting a walk trail and signage opening event 23.10.15which saw a wide range of community members come together 
to enjoy the reserve into the future. 45 attendees from as far as Geraldton (including the Candy’s family who the 
reserve is named after). 
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• Running a Bush Medicine and Bush foods workshop 08.12.15 with Noongar medicine lady Viv Hansen and Bush foods 

guru Steve McCabe. 45 people in attendance. Very positive feedback from participants (feedback form). Included 
sharing Yued(t) and Traditional food and medicine knowledge and a bush walk in Candy’s Reserve to find bush foods.   

• Formulation of a new Yued Advisory NRM committee for Moora. Hopefully this will help streamline information flow 
for subsequent projects. Being able to find out, collate and share some interesting and wonderful information from the 
Yued community. 
 

• Very good response and attendance to the opening event and bush medicine/food workshop, good feedback on the 
signage and booklet. The booklet has been praised by local Yued Elders as a useful tool to explain Noongar culture to 
the non-Aboriginals and indeed some young Aboriginals 

  

                Before: Aug 2013 - no signage at entrance                        After: Dec 2015 – new trailhead signage 

   

 Workshop: Bush foods & medicine Dec 2015        Event: Opening of reserve Oct 2015           New Information booklet 

Challenges 

• The project took a lot longer to complete than anticipated and therefore took more MCC time to complete than 
budgeted. Engagement of the local Yued into sharing information was met with some difficultly. Towards the beginning 
of the project, some local Yued members (thought to be the go-to members) caused issues with sharing information 
which put a strain on getting the milestones completed. Getting the right information was an issue too as the 
Aboriginals are adamant that certain Elders tell the story and these Elders weren’t always available. Issues with 
information gathering seems to be concentrated in Moora as there is a large community of Yued ie different families, 
different ideas/stories etc. A lot more time and effort had to be factored in to gather the information needed and cross 
check stories/information. An addition issue was the Noongar Native Title Claim meetings which took a lot of focus for 
many months. 

• Unfortunately the Chairman of the Friends of Moora Woodland passed away in December after a long battle with 
cancer. He was a driver of the group and of this project. As a result the FoMW haven’t been as involved as originally 
planned. 

Partners: 
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