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Landcare winners are grinners !!! 
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PO Box 337, Moora WA 6510  
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www.moorecatchment.org.au 

email: moorecc@bigpond.com  

Moore Catchment Council are celebrating after winning the prestigious and much coveted 
Fairfax Community Landcare Group award at the WA Landcare Awards held on Wednesday  
30th August in Perth. MCC staff Helen Watkins and Rachel Walmsley, and MCC committee 
Tony White and Kay McGlew were all in attendance to see if MCC could clinch the award from 
the other worthy finalist Kalgoorlie-Boulder Urban Landcare Group. Rachel said “We were all 
on the edge of our seats in anticipation as MC Verity James announced the winner. When our 
name was called we were elated, so appreciative that MCC had been chosen. Now its on to 
the National Landcare awards next year. Maybe MCC will get recognised at a national level - 
how exciting !” 

WA Landcare Patron Malcom McCusker presented the award. Tony White (vice MCC Chair) 
then gave an interesting and thought provoking speech recognising the Moore River as such 
an important central focus that affects and links everyone in the catchment from the         
headwaters and broadacre farming in the north and east, to the hobby farmers and             
horticulture in the south, before flowing into the sea at Guilderton which is a tourist magnet.   

Summary of MCC: The Moore Catchment Council (MCC) is a community led not-for profit   
organisation set up in 1995 to “maintain and improve the health of the Moore River             
environment by communicating natural resource management and encouraging maximum 
sustainable use of resources.” Working at grass roots level to maintain and repair the Moore’s 
natural environment, MCC encourages sustainable farming and land management practices, 
and builds community capacity in conserving the Moore River catchment against current and 
impending threats. Achievements include the successful completion of 60 projects to the    
value of $5.7 million over the past 22 years, with 13 more projects in progress. MCC prides 

itself on effective and productive 
stakeholder engagement with 
local government, departments, 
industry, community members 
and groups, landholders, and 
Aboriginal community. Some of 
MCC’s current key priorities are 
creating Carnaby’s Black         
Cockatoo forage and breeding 
habitat, planting multi-beneficial 
shrub systems on farms, and 
sharing Aboriginal knowledge and 

providing Working on Country 
opportunities with the local Yued 
community.  

MCC and Moore residents: Linda Johnson, Helen Watkins, Rachel 

Walmsley, Kaye McGlew, Tony White, Jan Richards & Paulina Wittwer 

http://www.moorecatchment.org.au
mailto:moorecc@bigpond.com
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Dune planters. Thank you for all 

your help :) 

 

 

 

 

 

Below: Look at the difference in 

only a few years !! 

Continuation of dune restoration at Guilderton 
The North Guilderton dunes were once again buzzing with action on Sunday 11th June for a community planting day. The 

event was part of Moore Catchment Council’s project to rehabilitate the north dunes, funded through Northern          

Agricultural Catchments Council’s Coastal Community Grants 2016-2017 funding by the Australian Government through 

the National Landcare Programme.  

This 22ha area of fragile dunes has been targeted for rejuvenation after many years of degradation by off-road vehicles. 

This project is the 4th year of revegetation and will give nature a helping hand to cover the old vehicle tracks.  

42 keen volunteers attended the day including locals, community from surrounding towns and members of the 4WD Club 

of WA. Helen Watkins, MCC’s executive Officer said “What a fabulous turnout once again by this enthusiastic community 

who have given up there Sunday morning to help out. It show that this community is passionate about repairing this area 

and that the 4WD Club, who are based in Perth want to give back to the communities where they 4WD.”  

The planters were split into teams of four and delegated different sites to work. A mixture of native seedlings that were 

propagated from seed collected last year and grown by Apace Nursery were planted and tree guards placed around 

them. Hamish Longbottom from NACC gave a tree planting demo at the start of day – Urging everyone to plant as deep as 

possible and to stabilise the tree guards with two stakes to have a chance of surviving this dry start to the season.  

In 3 hours the planting squad planted nearly 1,500 seedlings and were duly awarded with freshly made salad rolls and 

cool drinks. Helen said “Huge thanks to everyone that came along and helped, Hamish from NACC for providing extra 

support on the day and for the funding of this worthwhile project, the 4WD Club of WA and all those behind the scenes 

that help bring it all together special thanks to Bob and Linda Johnson, now we all just need to all do a rain dance to 

help the rain along.” Ed note - The rain dance worked well as we received 25mm of rain the next day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But wait there’s more……. 

A dozen or so volunteers came out to 

help get the remaining 500 plants in 

the ground on 21st July. 

The day was glorious and we were 

blessed with a downpour right at the 

end. Couldn’t have asked for more! 

 

Thanks to all the dune planters this 

year. You’ve done a great job :) 

MCC committee and staff 2017 
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MCC recently attended the State NRM Conference down at Curtin University. The three days had a mix of key note 

speakers from around the world, concurrent sessions with more local projects and ideas, stalls and posters showcasing  

projects, and networking sessions during breaks to meet new people and share knowledge. 

MCC presented a couple of posters. One on native vegetation clearing - particularly roadside vegetation, and one on 

Moore wildflowers 

Some of the memorable presentations included a couple of groups working with urban people getting them out to the 

regions tree planting etc, presentation of the WA Landcare Network’s State of Landcare report calling for more funding 

for grass roots delivery, successful direct seeding methods by Green Australia, Keith Bradby’s global landcare travels, 

local landcarer Paulina Wittwer telling us we need to be landcare ninjas, and Quenn Nanna who talked about landcare 

being instilled in their everyday culture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also ran into an old MCC           

employee - Julia White who spent 

time as an intern a few years ago 

‘Adapting in a changing world’ WA NRM conference 2017 

New improved website for MCC 

Keith Bradby gave a global view of landcare  

Rachel and Helen with the MCC 

posters. Both prompted much 

discussion.  

Thanks to Richard for the pics 

With funding through the State NRM Program and 

Royalties for Regions, MCC has a shiny new       

website. This new website is a marked              

improvement from the old one and is much easier 

to navigate. We are currently loading it up with 

projects and other interesting stuff. Thanks to 

Peta Thorniley of Markitech for designing it. 

Check it out: 

http://www.moorecatchment.org.au/ 

http://www.moorecatchment.org.au/
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State NRM conference poster 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MCC committee and staff 2017 
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Down at the Mogumber Town Reserve a small amount of planting has been done on some of the areas cleared during the 

fire earlier this year. MCC engaged local Yued community to carry out the work. Fred Mogridge and his team planted and 

tree guarded the plants to help make an environmental and visual impact. Problems post fire have been erosion, weeds 

and vehicles driving up and down the cleared areas compacting the soil and preventing regeneration. Thanks to the State 

NRM Program and Royalties for Regions for funding this project.  

 

MCC’s National Landcare Program 20 Million Trees       

project for Carnaby’s progressed with sites being infilled 

from last year and new sites being planted. This project 

has seen 46,000 seedlings planted on 9 sites in the    

catchment. Below is the Koojan revegetation site. 

Planting for Carnaby’s around the Moore catchment 

Fred and his team planted and guarded 500 seedlings help regenerate the degraded tracks post fire. 

East of Moora, David Glasfurd is really happy about his     

revegetation site progress funded through State NRM       

Program and Royalties for Regions 

Carnaby’s are back nesting in the 

east. On the left is one of 30 artifi-

cial nesting logs on Moora. This pair 

moved in the other day. 

On the right is the natural tree nest 

hollow in the arena. It is occupied 

and 2 eggs have been laid. 2 other 

nests in the arena area also have 

eggs laid from Carnaby’s. 

MCC is now in a position to monitor 

nests after purchasing a camera 

thanks to funding through State NRM       

Program and Royalties for Regions. 
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Honouring a local Landcare legend 

Bioblitz - come along and help us ecoblitz Bunjil rocks 

 

 

MCC committee and staff visited long time Landcare warrior John Longman at his home in Moora on Mon 4th September. 

John is in failing health but we wanted to thank him 

for his dedication to make landcare things happen in 

the Moore catchment especially around Gillingarra. 

John was chair of the Koojan-Gillingarra LCDC for many 

years and has served on and off of the MCC committee 

since its conception.  

 

John has helped get many salinity projects happening and always 

had a knack of getting pollies up from Perth to see (and fund) the 

issues. Thanks John for all your perseverance and making plenty of 

noise. You have made a difference ! 

Thanks John: Duncan Peter, Reg Beale, Rachel Walmsley, Helen Watkins, Kaye 

McGlew and John Longman 

MCC committee and staff 2017 

Salinity: John down at the NyPa grass site in Gillingarra 
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Honouring a local Landcare legend 

MCC joined the Gillingarra Sport and Recreation Club for their John Curtin volunteer weekend 2nd/3rd September. The 

dozen or so volunteers spent the weekend tidying up the town reserve and buildings. They also planted 500 seedlings 

around the reserve for Carnaby’s as part of MCC’s Carnaby forage habitat project funded through the State NRM        

Program and Royalties for Regions. The reserve is generally in good condition but there is a lack of understory plants in 

some parts so the students planted a variety of Hakeas and Banksias. Many of them hadn’t planted trees before so this 

was a chance to have a go. Old (not that old!) MCC Project Officer Lana Kelly also helped the students plant and water 

the seedlings. Well done to all the students - you did well. 

 

The Gillingarra Sport and Rec recognise the Carnaby as an 

iconic bird of the region. Because of this, it was fitting 

that they commissioned this magnificent Carnaby        

sculpture for siting next to the hall. Looks fabulous. 

 

In the evening, members of the Kerhof Carnaby Group gathered to talk about Carnaby’s with the locals and students. 

Wally Kerkhof addressed the group and talked about his involvement with the bird and why he’s dedicated his life to 

helping them. The students asked lots of questions and even each got a present of honey from Wally. The students were 

also treated to some music from the locals playing  ukuleles and accordion.  

Kerkhof Carnmaby group and Curtin students 

 

Wally addresses the students 

Curtin volunteer students get busy with planting and guarding 500        

seedlings 

 

Curtin students plant for Carnaby’s cockatoo 
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Helen Watkins  

 

Executive Officer  

9653 1355 

0428 514 292  

moorecc@bigpond.com 

Rachel Walmsley 

 

Community Landcare Coordinator 

9653 1355 

0409 296 264  

mcc.nrmo@bigpond.com 

Moore Catchment Council  

Stay up to date !!!!  Follow MCC…….. 

Keep up to date on social media. 

We’re on Facebook and Twitter at 

Moore Catchment Council . Please 

LIKE us to have regular info on your 

feed :) 

Information correct at time of printing. While every attempt is made to  present accurate information on events, dates etc no responsibility is taken for the 

accuracy of the information. All photos within this publication have been taken by Rachel Walmsley, unless indicated otherwise. 

MCC funders 

Support Moore local landcare….. Donate 
http://www.moorecatchment.org.au/get-

involved/donations-and-sponsorship/ 

Shop for MOORE 

Moore wildflowers are stupendous ! This 

laminated A3 poster can be purchased from 

MCC for $10 plus postage. All proceeds will 

be put towards our conserving Moore assets 

projects. Contact MCC on 9653 1355. 

MCC Awards 

 Finalists & Semi Finalists in WA Regional Achievement 

and Community Awards 2014, 2015, 2016 & 2017 

 Winner in WA Landcare Awards 2017 (Fairfax     

Community Group), Finalist 2015 

Moore spiny critter: Thorny Devil Moloch horridus  

Every seen one of these up close? They are Thorny Devils and they are appearing 

around the catchment now. This one was warming itself on a main road and so 

was moved before it became roadkill. 

The thorny dragon grows up to 20 cm (7.9 in) in length, and it can live for 15 to 

20 years.  The thorny devil also features a spiny "false head" on the back of its 

neck, and the lizard presents this to potential predators by dipping its real head. 

The thorny dragon's scales are ridged, enabling the animal to collect water from 

any part of its body.   
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Moora wildflower wrapping paper. $3 per sheet. 100% of proceeds to be    

donated to MCC. Contact MCC on 9653 1355. 

mailto:moorecc@bigpond.com
mailto:mcc.nrmo@bigpond.com
http://www.moorecatchment.org.au/get-involved/donations-and-sponsorship/
http://www.moorecatchment.org.au/get-involved/donations-and-sponsorship/

