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Welcome to the Moore Catchment Council’s (MCC) 19th Moore to the Point quarterly newsletter. Since
the last newsletter, MCC have been successful in obtaining state funding which has been gratefully
received. Ground works have also started with the saltbush project. Just need lots of rain now ! Happy
reading 
editor Rachel Walmsley

7

The Moore Catchment Council are celebrating once again with the recent announcement of
the state NRM funding favouring one of their projects. The $5 million on offer was highly
contested attracting 177 submissions, with the MCCs ‘Recovery and Protection of the Moore
River Catchment’s Threatened Natural Assets’ being one of 51 successful applications. The
project was awarded $199,800 to help aid and encourage land managers in the Moore River
catchment to protect and recover riparian zones as well as protect threatened important native
vegetation. The project will run until September 2011.
Most of this project money is destined for fencing and revegetation activities which will be
distributed as on-ground works incentives. The project aims to fence off 25km of the Moore
River (tributaries, creeklines etc) and revegetate 50ha. Money is also available for fencing off
15km of priority native vegetation in
the catchment.

Incentive rates will be:


Moore River fencing: $3,000/km



Moore River revegetation: $500/ha



Native vegetation fencing: $4,000/km

All incentives will be offered on a first come/first served basis
and be subject to a site assessment. Other criteria will also apply
which is detailed in the fact sheets.
Rachel Walmsley of the MCC who wrote the application says
Above: The iconic Moore
River near Gillingarra
‘everyone at MCC is thrilled that we have received this
funding. This project will build on the huge amount of
fencing and reveg works already carried in the catchment as
part of funded schemes and private investment. The iconic Moore River is a natural,
social and economic asset that needs managing in ways which will protect it from
continued stock damage, salinity and degradation so that it can be enjoyed by everyone
for many years to come. ’
The project will also host two information days to raise awareness of the project and
also the importance of ongoing natural resource management in the catchment and
beyond. For further information please contact the office on 9653 1355
Information correct at time of printing. While every attempt is made to present accurate information on events, dates etc no responsibility is taken for the accuracy of the information.
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Ledge Point Coastcare Group Community Activities

The Ledge Point Coastcare group have hosted a number of activities
as part of their Coastwest grant and as part of their ongoing mission
to improve and maintain the dune systems in the town. Jan Richards
the organiser, is a passionate resident and the driving force behind
these activities. NACCs Chiara Danese & Ashley Robb have also
helped immensely in supporting Jan and her team.

Left: Jan Richards
Below: Great turn out for the
event by community, and local
shire and NRM representatives

Coastal Rehabilitation workshop
Dave Bright presented an excellent
workshop on practical coastal
rehabilitation on 21st April which
demonstrated best practice when
conducting rehabilitation projects.
Topics covered included: sourcing
plants - using nurseries with correct
pots/trays and the importance of using
correct provenance, planting methods
and weed control, and also ongoing
maintenance and monitoring.
This was followed by lunch in the park
and then a beach walk which showed
the group works that had gone on
already, and works that needed doing.

Above: Rachel Walmsley (MCC) &
Ashley Robb (NACC) enjoy a cup
of tea at the workshop

Left: Dave Bright points out the perils of Pit Grass
Above: Ash gave everyone a copy of ‘Coastal Plants pocket guide’ which NACC has just published

Community Planting day
The weekend of 26th/27th June was perfect for getting people out
to help plant 1600 coastal plants on degraded sections of the dunes.
Overall 30 local people came to help which definitely made light
work for all. Species planted included Carpobrotus virescens
(coastal Pig face), Atriplex isatidea & Atriplex cinereacoastal
(saltbush) and Scaevola crassifolia (Fan flower). Local children
came and watered all the plants, then everyone enjoyed morning tea
and a well deserved sit down. Thanks to everyone that helped out.

Above: Filling in an old pathway
Left: Revegetating dunes along side a
beach access path
Above: The last of the pigface going in
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What’s Flowering Now ? Orchid Special
Native orchids are starting to make an appearance at this time of year.
Diuris brumalis (winter donkey orchid)
is quite common in the region. It
grows in gravelly loam and flowers
between June and August.

Diuris brumalis

Pterostylis sanguinea (dark banded
greenhood) is less conspicuous with its
green to brown flowers. It grows in a
variety of soil types, preferring deep
litter shaded by mature trees.
It
flowers from June to September

Pterostylis sanguinea

Eriochilus dilatatus subsp. undulatus (wavy leaf bunny orchid)
is also inconspicuous but in this case it is due to its
diminutive size. This tiny widespread orchid has already
finished its flowering period, flowering from April to June.

Eriochilus dilatatus subsp. undulatus
Delicate and elegant, Caladenia longicauda (common white spider orchid) is also widespread in its distribution and
flowers from July to November. Its close relative Caladenia longicauda subsp. albella (small-lipped white spider
orchid) is larger flowered and more spectacular but has a more localised distribution south in the NAR and
flowers from July to September. It prefers winter-wet soils, such as waterlogged areas, creeklines and wetlands.

Caladenia longicauda

Caladenia longicauda subsp. albella
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Perennial Pastures case study - Bob Wilson

Cont……..
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NACC Wind Erosion Incentives - Out Now !

The Northern Agricultural Catchments Council (NACC) has a range of CFOC wind erosion incentives to offer land
managers in the NAR . A recent review has removed previous targeted boundaries and allowed all land managers now to
apply for any incentive, subject to a site assessment for suitability.
An overview of payments are below:

Farm Forestry - Oil Mallees


Oil Mallee establishment - $250/ha



Industry membership to the Oil Mallee
association

Fodder Shrub Establishment (saltbush &
Tagasaste)

Max incentive per site of $3,360

Perennial Pasture Establishment sub tropical grasses


Fencing - variable rates for mesh/plain wire
or electric fencing



Perennial pasture establishment $85/ha,



Watering point - $1,000/point (1 per 80 ha)

Max incentive per site of $10,600



Fencing - $2,300/km for mesh fencing, $1,150/km for
plain wire fencing



Fodder shrub establishment - $0.20/seedling, $90/ha
direst seeded



Max incentive per site of $4,550

Strategic Revegetation


Fencing - variable rates for mesh and plain wire
fencing, and dependent on size of area fenced



Revegetation - site <10ha = $750/ha, sites >10ha =
$1,000/ha



Weed and rabbit control incentives available

Max incentive per site of $16,000



The incentives are on a first come - first served basis with only a specific number of land managers in the
NAR being eligible for each incentive per year for the duration of the four year project.



Each incentive is subject to conditions eg minimum size



Each incentive can only be utilised once by each land manger.

If you are interested in any of these incentives, then please phone the MCC office, and either Rachel
or Ingrid will be able to discuss them further with you.

Saltbush Project Enters Planting Phase
The busiest time for the MCC’s Productive Saltbush Pastures to Combat Wind Erosion in the Eastern Moore
River Catchment project is happening right now, with Ian Pulbrook’s team busy ripping, mounding and
planting 110,000 of the 144,000 saltbush seedlings. Five
farmers are planting the remaining saltbush themselves with
all works finishing by the end of August.
With the dry start to the planting season, we were a little bit
worried about the seedlings getting a good start but the
recent rains have put our worries to rest. The mounding also
helps the saltbush seedlings establish well by allowing them
to access fresh water held in the mounds.
Left: One of Ian’s planting team busy hand planting saltbush at
Frank Tierney’s farm

MCC OGM and BRL Rehabilitated Mine Site Tour Bindoon
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The Moore Catchment Council’s Ordinary General meeting on the 21st May was held in
Bindoon after an invitation from Bauxite Resources Ltd (BRL) was received to come and
inspect a rehabilitated mine site near the town. After the OGM had finished, Matthew Todd,
Jacqui Jankowski and Chantelle O’Sullivan from BRL gave a presentation on bauxite mining
procedures and activities in the area. Then we jumped on the bus provided and went to look
at the rehab operations just north of Bindoon.
Left: Matthew Todd gave MCC an informative
presentation on BRL and bauxite in the area

Facts about bauxite


Bauxite was first found in
the darling Ranges in
1905 but not mined until
1955.



Bauxite here is superior
compared with QLD and
Indonesia due to low silica content



Bauxite typically found
between 1 and 4m below
ground surface

BRL mining procedure :

Above: Typical geological structure of bauxite country. BRL conduct ‘minimum
impact mining’ - see BRL statement right.

Left: Matthew explains the mining procedure to the
group. BRL only mine in previously cleared areas and
only remove 3 m of material. This rehabilitated site has
been returned to perennial pastures at the request of the
land manager.
Below: The group have a look around and ask BRL
questions.

Left: John Longman and
Cynthia McMorran
looking at the new
perennial pasture
establishment.

MCC Tree Planters for Hire

Funding Opportunities
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The MCC has five
P o t t ip u t k i
tree
planters that are
available for member
to rent at $10 a day
each. They are light
and easy to use, and
may save many a
sore back from the
planting of a large
number of trees and
shrubs !

The Federal government have released the second round of
Community Action Grants which aims to help community
groups take action to conserve and protect their natural
environment. The grants are targeted towards established
community-based organisations which have sustainable
farming, and/or protecting and enhancing the natural
environment as their principal objective investment proposals
are sought from environmental, Indigenous, Landcare,
Coastcare and sustainable agriculture community groups for
grants of between $5000 and $20 000 (GST exclusive) to take
action to help protect and conserve Australia's environment.
Projects must be completed within 18 months. Applications
close 31st August. www.nrm.gov.au

We also have a mounder for hire at $50 a day
for MCC members. If you’re interested in any
of these items, then please phone the office for
further details.

NACC will also have another round of wind erosion small
grants of up to $10,000 per project. This will open in
September so get thinking now! Info will be available at
www.nacc.com.au soon.

MCC’s new library - full of really useful NRM information
MCC has put together a small reference library, available for loan to anyone who is interested. Categories include:
landcare planning & strategy development, social aspects of landcare, salinity, biosecurity, soils, perennial pastures
& native grasses, river & wetland management, livestock management, surface water management & earthworks,
bushland health & conservation, groundwater and farm forestry. Come in and have a look !

Shelley Spriggs New CEO for NACC
MCC would like to congratulate Shelley on being appointed
the new CEO of NACC. Shelley is a great asset for the
region and has already made her mark during her interim
CEO position towards ensuring NACC’s CFOC target
delivery, and also strengthening NACC’s position in the
Northern Agricultural Region and beyond.

Moore

Upcoming events


19th September - Carrah Farm Wildflower
Walk - 9655 9852



15th September - West Midlands Group
Field Day - 9651 4008



1st October - MCC AGM/OGM, Moora
- 9653 1355

protecting the natural resources

Catchment

in the Moore River Catchment
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